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unjustly to immolate Shuna Shepa instead of his own son and his father was acting as an executioner. Now' the prayers in the Veda open by calling on God to enable the devotee to see his father once more. This prayer looks unreasonable in the mouth of one whose father is present before him and whom the father treats so cruelly.
(iv) In over ninety verses of prayer, there is absolutely no reference to the unjust and cruel behaviour cither of the king or of the father.
(v) Prayers for being released from bonds are offered by Vasishta (Rig. VII. 86.5) by Gritsamad (Rig. II. 28.5) and by Bhardvaja (VI, 74-4). Evidently these refer to bonds of sin. As in these passages so in that of Shuna Shepa there is no reference to physical bonds or bloodshed.
(W) Maurice Phillips says: "....we are not justified in concluding that Shuna Shepa was bound as victim to be sacrificed. His bonds and ropes may be taken in a
figurative sense."
(mi)   Romesha   Chandra   Datta   also   supports   this
view.
The general sense of the passage is that a sinner Shuna Shepa (not a particular individual) or sinful. Trail' (vital power) prays for deliverance from sin. Tie approaches the